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‘Being brought before the Lords of Justiciary, they asked, “Where I went in to the rebels?” I answered, “I went in to the

people of God, whom ye call so, at Drumclog.” They asked, “If I had arms?” I told, “I had a fork.” They asked, “If I

thought it rebellion?” I said, “No.” And they said, “What was it then?” I told them, “It was in defence of the Gospel.”

They asked, “If I did own the authority?” I told them, “As far as it did agree with the word of God.” Then they asked,

'”If I would pray for "the king?'” I told them “That prayer should be gone about in decency and order.” Then they asked,

“If I would say, ‘God save the king’?” And I refused. Then they said, “Was I not bound to pray for him?” I told them,

“That I was bound to pray for all that were within the bounds of election.”

Then they said, “Was the Bishop's death murder?” I told, “I was no judge.”

Then they asked, “If I was at Bothwell?” I told, “I was.” They said, “Was it rebellion?” I said, “No.”

Then I was taken back to prison again, and the irons laid on me. But, blessed be the Lord, that was no discouragement

to me; for, when the storm blew hardest, the smiles of my Lord were at the sweetest. It is matter of rejoicing unto me,

to think how my Lord hath passed by many a tall cedar, and hath laid His love upon a poor bramble-bush, the like of

me. And oh! that I could bless the Lord for it, and say, ‘Come all ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell you what He hath done for

my soul’. And now I am made to say, that the Lord doth all things well, and holy is His name. And as for my part, I have

good cause to bless the Lord that ever I was a hearer of the persecuted Gospel, and however the world think of us, that

our lot is hard in a world, yet remember, that He saith in His holy word, that whosoever will live godly, must suffer

persecution; and whosoever will not take up his cross and follow Me, is not worthy of Me: and fear not him that can kill

the body; but He hath said. I will forewarn you whom ye shall fear; fear Him that can kill both soul and body, and cast

both into hell. And if judgment begin at the house of God, where shall the wicked and ungodly appear in that day, when

He shall take vengeance on them that fear Him not, and obey not the Gospel?

And now, alas! I am afraid, that even much of the Gospel amongst us will be a witness against us; for it was the judgment

of Capernaum that so many mighty works were done in it, and yet they believed not: and yet, for all that came upon it,

it was said to be exalted up to heaven, and then we hear of its being thrust down to hell. Even so I fear, the having of

so much light is the plague of our land; for it was once a praise to all the earth, but now a mocking, even among the

heathens.

And now, as a dying man, I do heartily declare my adherence unto all the holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testament;

and preaching of the blessed Gospel by a faithful sent Presbyterian Gospel ministry. As also, I do with all my soul and

heart agree with, and assent unto the Confession of Faith, Larger and Shorter Catechisms, the Sum of Saving Knowledge,

the National and Solemn League and Covenants, Directory for Worship, the Solemn Acknowledgment of public Sins

and Breaches of the Covenant, and Engagement to all Duties, together with all and whatsoever is contained within the

foresaid book.



And likewise, I do hereby heartily witness and testify against Popery, Prelacy, Erastianism, Heresy, and other errors,

especially Quakerism, and whatsoever is disconform, and disagreeable to the holy Scriptures, and these other sound

writings above-mentioned.

And siclike [i.e., in the same manner] I witness and testify my abhorrence and detestation of that abominable and

blasphemous Test, which is now so violently pressed upon the people, tending to the destruction of their souls.

Moreover, I leave my wife and six small children to the care and protection of the almighty God, who hath promised

to be a father to the fatherless, and an husband to the widow: and my soul to God who gave it, for whose cause I now

willingly lay down my life. And I bid farewell to all earthly and carnal comforts. Farewell all Christian acquaintance; and

welcome Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, into whose hands I do commit my spirit.

Sic subscribitur,

John Cochran.


