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Muiravonside, who suffered at the Grassmarket of Edinburgh, December
4th, 1685. 

First, I leave my testimony against all that have joined with the malignant party, either

in rising in arms, or in paying of cess, or any manner of way contrary to our Covenants

and Work of Reformation, once famous and maintained by the whole ministry,

noblemen, gentlemen, and commons of all sorts, but now opposed and borne down by

the generality of this kingdom; and particularly against such persons as once owned the

Covenant, and avowed the cause of Christ, and are now employing their strength for

overturning the same, as it is in Ps. lxxiv. 6. [‘But now they break down the carved work

thereof at once with axes and hammers.’]

Now, the things upon which I was accused and sentenced were: My joining in arms with

that party at Bothwell, and owning of the truth and Covenants, and for adhering

thereunto; for they questioned me, if I would call it rebellion? But I would not, but

accounted it my duty.

Then they asked me if I would own James VII. as king of Britain? And I told them, I

owned him as far as he owned God, His cause, and people. Then some of them said, That

was not all. Then they asked, If I would pray for the king of Britain? I answered, This is

not a place appointed for prayer. Then they laughed, and said, Remove you.

Now, dear friends, be not discouraged, although they threaten you with imprisonment

or death for the cause of Christ; for He that calls you to suffering is able to support and

bear you up under it; for I found more of His presence since I came to prison, than I did

heretofore: for Christ suffered imprisonment and death for us, and ought not we to

suffer for Him? As concerning this, that my enemies and carnal friends reproach me

with self-murder, I am conscious to myself, that it is not so, but out of love to Christ and

His covenanted work.

Now I recommend my wife and seven children to the good guiding of my God, who hath

hitherto protected me; for He has promised to be a husband to the widow, and a father

to the fatherless, providing they will walk in His ways, and keep His commandments.

Now, I recommend my soul to God, who hath preserved me hitherto, and who



unexpectedly has singled me out to suffer for Him, who am the unworthiest of all

sinners, and I never thought that He should have so highly privileged me, as to account

me worthy to give a testimony for Him, though sometimes it entered into my thoughts,

O if I would be called to it!

Now, farewell dear wife and sweet children. Farewell all friends and relations, especially

such of you as have given up your names to Christ. Farewell sun, moon, and all worldly

enjoyments. Welcome Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, into whose hands I commit my

spirit.

Sic subscribitur,

Edward Marshall.’

Edward Marshall’s testimony is printed in Thomson (ed.), Cloud of Witnesses, 447-8.


